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WINNER OF 18 PULITZER PRIZES 
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VOTE SPLIT 4-4 IN GREITENS’ BID TO REMAKE STATE SCHOOL BOARD 


VANDEVEN OUSTER FAILS 


“There are a lot of people committed 


to the status quo’ 


Commissioner Vandeven’s supporters 
accuse governor of meddling 


Vandeven 


BY KURT ERICKSON 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


JEFFERSON CITY o Gov. Eric 
Greitens’ push to remake the 
state’s education hierarchy stum- 
bled again Tuesday, as state school 
board members split 4-4 on a 
measure to fire school Commis- 
sioner Margie Vandeven, who re- 


for less than 25 minutes, Greit- 
ens’ appointees to the Missouri 
State Board of Education could 
not muster the five votes needed 
to fire the state’s top public school 
officer, who has been in the role 
since 2014. 

The tie vote was the latest hic- 
cup in an aggressive and some- 
times messy two-month-long 


Greitens 


tains her job. 


Meeting behind closed doors 


See BOARD eœ Page A6 


Michigan's 
Conyers 

accused of 
harassing 


ex-staffers 


Ethics probe opened; 
Trump sticks with 
Moore; Rose is fired 


Rep. John Conyers, D-Mich. 


BY ELISE VIEBECK 
AND MIKE DEBONIS 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON e The House 
Ethics Committee launched a 
formal investigation Tuesday 
into allegations that longtime 
Rep. John Conyers Jr., D-Mich., 
sexually harassed female aides 
and used office funds to settle a 
former staffer’s claim that she 
was fired after rejecting his ad- 
vances. 

Committee Chairwoman Su- 
san Brooks, R-Ind., and ranking 
Democrat Ted Deutch, D-Fla., 
announced the start of a probe 
into the allegations against 
Conyers, 88, the longest-serv- 
ing member of the House and 


See HARASSMENT œ» Page A7 


LIVING DREAM OF BOXING IN BLUE 


PHOTO BY SID HASTINGS 


Officer Tawanna Simms (left) faces off with Danielle Kamm of the Warren County Ambulance District during the weigh-in Tuesday for the 
31st annual Budweiser Guns ’N Hoses boxing event Wednesday at Scottrade Center. In the center is local MMA fighter Jesse Finney. 


St. Louis police officer patrols tough streets that were once home 


BY CHRISTINE BYERS 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS o At 12 years old, Tawanna 
Simms wanted to be a cheerleader. 

But her single mother, who was rearing 
her five children in the Clinton-Peabody 
public housing complex, couldn’t afford to 
make her daughter’s cheerleading dream 
come true. 


So Simms, the oldest of five children 
her mother began having at the age of 13, 
stepped into a boxing ring instead at the 
12th and Park Recreation Center. It was 
within walking distance of her home. 

“It was free” said Simms, now 23. 

And it was a life-changing moment. 

Soon, her skills caught the attention of 
a local boxing legend and coach, the late 
Kenny Loehr, as well as one of his mentees, 


then-St. Louis police Maj. Jerry Leyshock. 
The two soon had her sparring with fe- 
male police officers training for the annual 
Thanksgiving Eve tradition, Budweiser’s 
Guns ’N Hoses event. It features firefight- 
ers boxing police officers to raise money 
for BackStoppers Inc. The nonprofit group 
financially supports the families of fallen 


See BOXER ° Page A6 


Council moves 
to take away 


McCulloch’s 
pension bump 


BY JEREMY KOHLER 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


CLAYTON eœ The St. Louis 
County Council gave prelimi- 
nary approval on Tuesday to 
reducing the prosecuting attor- 
ney’s retirement benefits to the 
level they were a year ago, before 
a vote that became the subject of 
a protracted political fight. 

The council in November 2016 
passed an ordinance requested 
by County Executive Steve 
Stenger allowing the prosecutor 
to draw two full pensions from 
the state and the county. Before 
that change, the prosecuting at- 
torney’s pension would have 
been reduced by a third if he also 
collected a state pension. 

But earlier this year, some 
council members who approved 


See COUNTY ¢ Page A6 


Porter Jr. likely 


Miter for season- 


SPORTS | 


Frankie Freeman 
sets bronze statue 
“i Kiener Plaza 
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New 2018 Audi osii i 


S482: E 


10,000 MILES PER YEAR 


SO DOWN 


FIRST PAYMENT PAID 
BY BOMMARITO 
AUDI WEST COUNTY 


8 Eo 


*36 month closed end lease, 10,000 miles per year, more miles available. Must qualify for all rebates. Tax and fees are not included. $0 cash down. Offers expire 11/30/17 


